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Walker, in another advertising agency which had won fame
chiefly by the brilliance of its execution in the design of advertise-
ments for the London, Midland, and Scottish Railway.

Walkers was a happy family and we continued in partner-
ship until the appointment of the principal as assistant to the
manager of a great London newspaper.

I do not think that business, as such, ever excited my particular
interest. Much too long and during the most impressionable
years of life had I served the community for the ends of public
welfare. The conception of devoting my life, therefore, to an
objective which served alone my personal ends and profit failed
to grip my imagination or intellect. It is true, of course, that the
technique of industry and commerce interested me vastly. With
a mind trained largely in economics, industrial and political,
I found the trend of trade cycles and the means which advertising
could employ to steady their influence a fascinating study.

But all the time I felt that so long as the objective of industry
was solely private profit, rather than greater happiness to the
community as a whole, I was wasting a life trained better and
experienced in public affairs. Except, however, through the
machinery of political parties, the doors of public life were shut,
closed both by precedent and by vested interest. When I had
contested the Uxbridge Constituency as a Liberal, often there
had come a cry from my audience, " It's in the Labour Party
you ought to be ! " That was both true and untrue. But at
that time, there is no doubt that the professed ideals and
immediate objectives of the Labour Movement more nearly
subscribed to the policies which I advocated and to the views
which I held, than any other.

Socialism, however, was incapable of expressing itself in any
coherent intelligible form. Adherents of the Karl Marx doctrines
with their dismal ideology for the stabilization of poverty,
Syndicalists, State Socialists, Communists^ Fabians, Christian
Socialists, and others, all constituting the Labour Movement,
sought to forge a weapon which both in its social and economic
use would be inany-bladed and cut the body politic into various
shapes and forms.

For a while I joined the Labour Party, but was never active
either in its organizations or councils ; and I was repelled by
those who sought, quite obviously, to hoodwink the ignorant and
to take advantage of the distressed, to serve their own ends and
ambitions. There were, also, in the Conservative Party men of